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As you read this item, we will be at the start of spring and new
growth all around us with new challenges. Almost one year on and
our fund raising for the 2024 continues to grow. I ask you to support
your Lodge Festival Steward in his important task in growing the
number of regular giving forms, as his success will determine the
outcome of our efforts for the festival. It would be wonderful so see
every brother proudly wearing his festival jewel demonstrating his
personal support. The year started with a fantastic Burns Night at
Stafford County Show Ground bringing many brethren in highland
dress ensuring a good time was had by all. Thank you to everyone
who attended as you raised in excess of £7000.00 on the night for the
festival, wow a magnificent sum. Very many thanks must also go to
the organising committee who ensured the evening was a great
success. The festival committee have laid down a challenge for me
taking place in June to hurl myself off the top of a Welsh mountain
being sponsored to stay in one piece, 1 hope. The proceeds will of
course be going to the festival fund. Sponsorship forms will soon be
with you so please be generous. There is more on this challenge in
the magazine, and | expect more challenges will follow.

Our membership remains strong and again I pay tribute to the
membership development team for the important role they play in
ensuring we meet the needs and expectations of our members. To all
who have become freemasons in the previous year and to those
joining us in 2019 1 bid you a sincere and warm welcome to our
Province and the worldwide fraternity of freemasonry. Take time to
enjoy your masonic journey as the rewards are many. We have
introduced a new member’s guide which contains the answers to
many of those questions a new mason has but forgets to ask. This
year also sees the launch of Solomon the on-line learning and
development  programme  from  United Grand Lodge
https://solomon.ugle.org.uk.
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We continue to support our
community both masonic and non-
masonic under the watchful eye of
our Provincial Grand Almoner and
Provincial Grand Charity Steward.

This year we have already begun the
prostate cancer screening programme [
with 100 freemasons already
examined and more clinics at Shelton
and Aldridge. Special thanks to
Consultant Urologist Joyti Shah and
her team for running the programme
for us, as they give freely of their
time and talents. We in turn are proud
to support her cancer screening
charity with money from the SMCA
which is saving lives.

I wish to congratulate all those brethren who will be invested or
appointed to Grand Rank in April and those to Provincial Grand
Rank in May. These appointments not only recognise the work you
have done in the past for the Craft but the work you will continue to
do in the future.

Thank you for making me and the Provincial team welcome
whenever we have visited your lodges.

Thank you for being Freemasons and for being my friends as without
you there is no Province. We are a force for good in the world, be
proud of being a Freemason.

God bless you all. John.

Passed to the Grand Lodge Above

It is with regret that we record the passing of the following Brethren
to the Grand Lodge above.
Grand Lodge
VW Bro D G Read PGSwdB Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master
St John's Lodge of Lichfield No1039
Foster Gough Lodge No 2706
W Bro J A Hammond PJGD PPrJGW . Bromwic Lodge No 6773
Foster Gough Lodge No 2706
W Bro B W Dale PAGDC PPrJGW - 'Menturia Lodge No418
- Foster-Gough Lodge No 2706
W Bro R T Bradshaw PAGDC PPr&GW Queeselet-St James' Lodge No6887
~Foster Gough Lodge No 2706
W Bro S Cooper PAGDC PPrJG rcia Lodge No 3995
Provincial Grand Lodge u"?‘zd% 3
W Bro G R Che :
WBroJR Lems

W Brod H.S
W Bro'd R.68
WBroHIPR

W Bro O H Galbrdi

W Bro G J Millman

W Bro R.G Evans ull- Lodge No 6592
W Bro | G Deeth ym Lodge No 6710
W Bro R Ellison Seagnm Lodge No 8161

W Bro E MThomas Kibblestone Lodge No 9504
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