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Sighing the Armed Forces Covenant

Sta ordshire Freemasons were the rstin the
Country to sign the Armed Forces Covenant,
which commits the Freemasons to honour
the Armed Forces Covenant and support

the Armed Forces Community. Recognising
the value Serving Personnel, both Regular
and Reservists, Veterans and military families
contribute to our business and our country.

The Lord Lieutenant of Sta ordshire, lan
Dudson, together with John Lockley, Head
of Sta ordshire Freemasons and Lieutenant
Colonel Pete Brunton, Commanding O cer,
16 Signal Regiment based in Sta ord led the
event at the Freemasons Memorial Garden at
the National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas
near Lich eld on Thursday 23rd September.

The Lord Lieutenant praised the partnership
between the Freemasons and the Armed
Forces and their loyalty to the Queen.

He further stated the Covenant would be
bene cial to both organisations.

In signing the Covenant on behalf of

Sta ordshire Freemasons John Lockley
stressed the value of the Armed Forces to the
country and the privilege it will be to support
them in the future.

Lieutenant Colonel Pete Brunton signing of

behalf of the Ministry of Defence, stated how
much he and his regiment enjoyed living in
Sta ordshire with its wonderful infrastructure,
such as education and health which is so
important to the Armed Forces. Personnel
must often relocate both at home and abroad
and easy access to such services is very
important. He also welcomed the partnership
with Freemasonry and looked forward to
working together in the future.

The event was supported by many people
including members of the Armed Forces and
Sta ordshire Freemasons and their families.

On Wednesday 20th October held at
Freemasons Hall in Covent Garden the Armed
Forces Covenant was signed in a ceremony
led by His Royal Highness, The Duke of Kent
and Major General Simon Graham, Director
Reserves Army, on behalf of the Ministry of
Defence.

Also, on the same day heads of Freemasonry
in the Isle of Man, Cheshire, East Lancashire,
West Lancashire and North Wales also made
their commitment to the Armed Forces
Covenant. In total 24 Provinces have either
signed or will sign the Covenant. The Masonic
Charitable Foundation and the RMBI will also
sign the covenant in December 2021 at their
AGM.

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING
THOSE WHO
SERVE. ™~



Supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy

Appeal 2021

This year s poppy appeal will take

place between 28th October and 13th
November. The Royal British Legion

has a long-term relationship with the
Freemasons and this year is no exception
as they once again ask for our valued
support.

This is, of course, part of our Armed
Forces Covenant and in supporting it

are also supporting our Brethren and
Companions who are part of Her Majesty s
Armed Forces, as well as the relatives of
personnel who have made the ultimate

It is hoped
that,

with our
support,
the RBL
can

sta the
collection stall for as many days and hours
as possible to get the maximum impact
and support for the RBL Poppy Appeal.

ROYAL BRITISH LECION

The suggested shifts at each collection
point are for two hours, or more if you are
available and able to do so.

sacri ce.
The Poppy collections will take place

at the local supermarkets listed below

and it is hoped that the Brethren and

Companions of the Province will assist the

RBL at these collection points.

The supermarkets will store the equipment

and supplies and will take care of the

collection boxes at the end of each day.

A short application form is required for
safeguarding purposes and anyone who
wishes to assist can contact E Comp
Ralph Howarth who will supply you with
the necessary paperwork and brie ng
document.

Ralph can be contacted by email via
2gp@pgchsta s.co.uk,
or by phone on 07734 702231.

Tesco Marston Road, Wolverhampton

Tesco Neptune In Estate, Willenhall

Tesco Littleton St W, Walsall

Sainsburys Heath Mill Rd, Wombourne, Wolverhampton
Sainsburys 1 Anders Square, Wolverhampton
Sainsburys Ring Rd St Marks, Raglan St, Wolverhampton
Sainsburys Rookery St, Wolverhampton

Sainsburys Reedswood Way, Walsall

Morrisons 50 Blaydon Rd, Wolverhampton
Morrisons 125 Lich eld St, Walsall

Morrisons 239 Holyhead Rd, Wednesbury

Morrisons 169 Beacon St, Lich eld

Tesco Victoria St, Hednesford, Cannock

Tesco Power Station Rd, Rugeley

Tesco Clough St, Hanley

Tesco Brookside Rd, Uttoxeter

Morrisons Newcastle Rd, Leek

Morrisons Market St, Rugeley

Sainsburys Churnet Way, Leek

Sainsburys Etruria Rd, Hanley,

Sainsburys Minton House, London Rd, Stoke-on-Trent
Sainsburys Freeth Street, Oldbury




Shropshire, Sta ordshire and Cheshire
Bloodbikes

Brother lan Bentley of Gordon
Lodge No: 2149 is the Area Lead
for the North Sta ordshire and
Charity Trustee and on Wednesday
22nd September he received a CEO
award for the work carried out by
the bloodbikes which are funded

by Freemasonry. He was presented |
with the award by CEO Tracy Bullock
on behalf of the University Hospital
North Midlands.

On the left a Yamaha 1300 FIJR Mark
Mariner with bloodbiker Mark Castle.

On the right BMW F800 Mark Mason §
with bloodbiker Brian Gri ths.

|zaak Walton Lodge 4281

Epic is the only possible word to describe a magni cent return to Freemasonry for lzaak
Walton Lodge on Tuesday 14th September.

Despite a year which was blighted by the pandemic, the Lodge dedicated itself to raise and
distribute funds equal to its Lodge number - 4281. That target was roundly beaten and the
Lodge eventually distributed over £5,000 to local charities.

Then, exactly 100 years to the day since the Lodge was consecrated, over seventy Provincial
Grand Lodge members, Lodge members and guests attended its Centenary celebrations.
Thanks to great planning, tons of behind the scenes e ort and the combined talents of the
Lodge, the event will be remembered for many years to come.

The meeting also proved once again that charity is at the heart of what Freemasons are about.
A cheque for a further £1,500 was presented to the Head of Sta ordshire Freemasons, John
Lockley in support of the 2024 Festival (an event supported by all Sta ordshire Lodges which
aims to raise £1.5million for charity by 2024) and during a most enjoyable meal, members

and guests donated a total of over £1,000 which will be used
to support the work of the Lodge Almoner and of charities
throughout the Sta ord area.
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(photographs courtesy of Mike Sharples)

John Lockley, presents the Centenary Certi cate to Martin Woodhead, Master of
lzaak Walton Lodge




Two 50 year presentations..!

How many Brethren can say that they
saw the same Brother get presented with
two 50 Year Certi cates in a two-month
period? Several Sta ordshire Brethren can
say they did! On Friday, 27 August, Bro. Matt
Wainwright, a member of St. Werburga Lodge
in Derbyshire, was scheduled to receive his
Third Degree. He invited several Brethren of
Lodge Alexandra, Glasgow, to attend that
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meeting and the Right Worshipful Master,
Bro. Andy Honest, accompanied by two Past
Masters, Bro. Joe Robinson and Bro. (Capt)
Frank Cameron and the Substitute Provincial
Grand Master of Linlithgowshire, Bro. Davy

O Neil, accepted the invitation. W. Bro. David
Watt was also invited to that meeting. Bro.
David s Mother Lodge is Lodge Alexandra.
So, the RWM, Bro. Andy Honest, thought

he would use the occasion to present W.

Bro. Watt with his 50 Year Diploma from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. The necessary
permissions were sought and a big thank
you is due to RW Bro. Steven Varley, PGM

of Derbyshire and RW Bro. Andy Mushet,
PGM of Glasgow, for granting these requests.
The presentation was supposed to be kept
secret from Bro. David, but we all know that

Masons cannot keep secrets and the news
leaked out. Said David, This has been a
wonderful evening and | am very grateful to
all concerned. The occasion was attended
by several Sta ordshire Masons, including
VW Bro. David Thomas, Deputy PGM, W.
Bro. John Derry, APGM, W. Bro. Kevin Parkes,
PAPGM, W. Bro. Wayne Lutton, ProvGSwdBr,
W. Bro. Nick Collumbell, ProvDGDC, W.
‘ | E* ‘3 Bro. Nick Walters,
‘ ~ PPrGSwdBr and a
||+ goodly number more.
=4 Someone quipped that,
There are more acting
Provincial O cers
from Sta ordshire
here tonight that
some Sta ordshire
Installations! The last
word from Bro. David.
The last fty years
has been an amazing
Masonic Journey. It is
my fervent hope that
there are many more
miles yet to go!

But what about the two
presentations?

Well, when Bro. David
moved to Sta ordshire,
from Sussex, in 1997, he
had already contacted Sta ordshire Provincial
Grand Stewards Lodge and subsequently,

in 1998, became its rst joining member,
progressing to WM in 2005. It was not
unexpected then, when Bro. David asked

the Provincial Secretary, if, when it was time
for him to receive his 50 Year Certi cate,
could he have it presented at Sta ordshire
Provincial Stewards Lodge. The presentation
was arranged for the same evening as the
Installation, on Monday 27th September. That
presentation was supposed to be a surprise
too. However, that presentation couldn t be
kept secret any more than the rst one! So,
after the Installation Ceremony, the Provincial
Grand Master, RW Bro. John Lockley,
presented Bro. David with his English 50 Year
Certi cate, in such a sincere and personal



manner, as one could ever witness or even
imagine. In response, Bro. David said, There
have been few occasions in my life, where
emotion has left me lost for words. This is one
of them. | know for a fact, that Brother David
was truly moved and touched by the kind
things the PGM mentioned in his presentation.
Bro. David said, | am so fortunate to have

so much support from so many Brethren of
the Province, here tonight. On this occasion,
we were honoured by the attendance of
Derbyshire Stewards, in a deputation led by
RW Bro. Steven Varley, PGM Derbyshire, with
W. Bro. Ravi Kumar Sanhan, PAGDC, ProvGDC
(Derbyshire), W. Bro. Ranijit Dol. ProvAGDC
(Derbyshire) and Bro. Matt Wainwright, of St.
Werburga Lodge, Derbyshire, whose invitation
to Lodge Alexandra Brethren to come and see
his Third, led to the rst part of this article.

You might be forgiven for thinking that the
day could not have been made any better
for Bro. David. Well it could and it was. That
morning, Bro. David received a call from

the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Scotlands O ce, advising him that they had
received noti cation, from the MW Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines,
of a patent granted in Bro. David s name,
appointing him as the Representative of the
Grand Lodge of the Philippines near (at) The
Grand Lodge of Scotland. Have you ever
heard the saying, | thought all my birthdays
had come at once ? Bro. David understands
exactly how that feels!

The meeting was followed by a most convivial
Festive Board. All Stewards Festive Boards
are convivial, but for Bro. David, this one was
extra convivial. Now the story might nish
there, but it doesnt. RW Bro. Steven Varley
has been heard to remark, | have never been
a Provincial Steward, so | cant join my own
Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge. Well, RW
Bro. John Lockley recti ed that situation,
when he appointed RW Bro. Steven Varley

as a Past Provincial Grand Steward in the
Province of Sta ordshire! Now , said our
PGM, You are eligible to join your Derbyshire
Stewards Lodge. But rst, said our PGM,
here is your Form P for Sta ordshire Stewards
Lodge! AnNd, dear readers, RW Varley s
smile was far from forced.

W.Bro. REVD. Bernard Buttery, PJGD, PPrSGW

The 12th February 2021 was the 50th
anniversary of W.Bro. Revd. Bernard
Buttery s initiation into Etruscan Lodge.
Because of the restrictions on physical
meetings due to the Covid pandemic, it

was not possible for the Lodge to gather
together to mark the occasion. A Zoom
meeting was held instead, which was
attended by the Provincial Grand Master,

and Lodge members.

However, the members were
determined to celebrate the
anniversary properly and as soon
as was possible, the Lodge held an
Emergency meeting to do just that.
The meeting took place on Friday
10th September and, in addition to
Lodge members, it was attended
by RW.Bro John Lockley, RW.Bro
Sandy Stewart, VW.Bro John
Winter, seven o cers of Grand
Lodge and other visitors a tting
tribute to the high esteem in which
Bernard is held.

W.Bro. Alan Astle (Bernard s
proposer) gave a comprehensive



account of Bernard s adult life, including
mentioning the rst time they met, when
Alan s late sister, Norma, brought Bernard
home to be introduced to the family.
Bernard subsequently married Norma.
Bernard and Alan thus became brothers in
law and a very close and long friendship
ensued. Alan went on to speak about
Bernard s career as a teacher, starting

in Wolverhampton and going on the
become head teacher at several Schools
in Sta ordshire. Alan also informed those
present of Bernard s deep Christian faith
and his long service in the Church of
England; his ministry starting as a Lay
Reader and subsequently as an Ordained
Priest.

The Provincial Grand Master paid tribute to
Bernard s long, devoted service and great
commitment to Freemasonry in general

and the Province of Sta ordshire in
particular. The Provincial Grand Secretary
then read the 50yr Certi cate prior to it
being presented by the Provincial Grand
Master. The Provincial Grand Master then
promoted Bernard to Past Provincial
Senior Grand Warden.

The Worshipful Master, Brett Turner-
Farmer, then presented Bernard with gifts
from the Lodge. These were a number of
Bible study books which Bernard s had
chosen to complete his set, and a bottle of
his favourite single malt whisky.

Bernard expressed his gratitude to all

for attending. In addition he thanked

the Provincial Grand Master for his kind
words, the promotion and the 50 year
certi cate. He especially thanked Alan
Astle for his tribute and for their many
years as friends, brothers
and brothers in law. He also
said how grateful he was for
the gifts from the Lodge. He
then reminisced about the
past 50 years including some
memorable Past Masters

of the Lodge, those he had
introduced into the Lodge and
many other things. However,
the highlight for him was

N when, as Provincial Grand
Chaplain, he led the service
of Dedication of the Masonic
Memorial Garden at the
National Memorial Arboretum.
In closing Bernard said there
were three Fs that were
paramount in his life; Faith,
Family and Freemasonry in
that order.

A very happy Festive Board
followed and all agreed
that celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of such a well-
respected mason was an
excellent way to mark our
return to freemasonry.



Provincial Golf Society 2021

We have been able to enjoy all but one
of the scheduled events this summer,
with Covid only spoiling the Six Provinces
competition in July.

Our May to September season saw us
play for the Spring Trophy and Provincial
Grand Wardens Team event at the
challenging Aston Wood GC on 27th
May. The individual winner was Brian
Cockersole, with 33 Stableford points,
and the Prov.SGW s team won a closely
contested competition by just two points.
Ralph Ritchie had joined us for the meal
afterwards and proudly receiving the
trophy.

In June we played both of our three-

way Provincial matches. First against
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire at Horsley
Lodge GC near Derby, and then against
Warwickshire and Worcestershire at
Shirley GC near Solihull. In
each case the host Province
were the worthy winners.

July saw us due to host the
Six Provinces, which we ve
held over until 2022.

At The Manor GC in August, ¢
we played for the Valon
Cup (for members of
Lodges and Orders that
meet at Sta ord) and the
Denne Shield (for all those
that don t attend meetings
there). The respective
winners were Kevin Spencer |
and Simon Palmer.

The rst week of
September saw us travel
to The Wrekin GC and play
against Shropshire, where
home advantage saw them
just take the win.

Our season nale is the
prestigious PGM s Trophy
in September, which this

year was at Walsall GC and won by

Mike Hughes with 34 points, on a BB9
countback from Stewart Waring. The
winners received their prizes from RW Bro.
John Lockley who kindly attended the
meal and prize giving after the golf.

Next year s programme will follow a similar
pattern of events. The current members

of our society would welcome some
additional players to boost our ranks, so if
you fancy representing our Province then
please contact Mark Ashton (msg.ashton@
gmail.com, 07889 580000) for more
details and come along.

(Back Row, Sandy Stewart, Neil Bott, Peter
White. Front Row, Kevin Spencer, Simon
Palmer).




2021 Charity Clay Pigeon Shoot
In Aid of Sta ordshire Provincial 2024 Charity Festival

To be held at Doveridge Clay Sports Ground (On A50 near Uttoxeter)

Sunday, 21 November, 2021
1000hrs to 1430hrs

50 Sporting Targets
(Ten targets from ve stands) (re-entry permitted)
Inscribed Trophy for High Gun Gentleman, Lady and Under 18

The St. Giles Trophy for High Mason Gun (To be retained by winner
until next shoot)

£30 per entry

Café available on site. Cartridges (129g) available at Circa £5.50 per
box of 25 (50 required) £6.75 for 209
Come along and have some fun. Experienced shooters will be at
every stand, for safety and to assist beginners. Ear defenders and
safety glasses recommended. Bring your Non-Masonic friends.
Every entry helps your Province. Loan Guns available.
It would be most helpful if you will send your entry with fee
to: David Watt

Tel: 07866-571180 E-mail: einhorrido@sky.com

Sponsor

THE

Cigar Lounge Derby

D
o

Specialist Cuban Havana Cigar Retailer

Unit 2 Robinson Industrial Estate, Shaftsbury Street, Derby, DE23 8NL
Tel 01332 331548 or info@cigarloungederby.com
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Burslem Chapter No: 98

A recently refreshed Burslem
Chapter met at the Chase Golf
Club on Saturday 25th September
and conducted a double Exaltation

Ceremony. The Chapter were assisted

by E Companion Chris Adams
PGStdB, Provincial GDC and E
Comp Mike Skillen who delivered the
Mystical Lecture.

Burslem Chapter has recently
moved towards a Motorcycling
themed Chapter, supported by both
the Widows Sons Masonic Bikers
Association and by Legge lodge
2784 which is the Sta ordshire
Motorcycling Lodge. Recently
relocated to meet at Chase Golf
Club they have several ceremonies
planned and look forward to a rosy
and revved up future.

The two newly Exalted Companions
are pictured - left is Companion Steve
Watts and right Companion Jon
Sealey following the ceremony.

Royal Arch Masonry

Long Service

The Deputy Grand Superintendent E A
Ford recently attended the home of E.
Comp Bob Dodds to present to him a
certi cate congratulating him on 50 years
in Royal Arch Masonry. Bob was exalted
into Sutherland Chapter No: 451 on 26th
March 1971 and became MEZ in 1983, he
is also a member of Sta ordshire First
Principles Chapter.
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E. Comp Tony Simey celebrates 50 years

On Thursday 21st October
St John's Chapter No: 1039
held its rst meeting in 20
months and the Principles
were duly Proclaimed.
Also, E. Comp Tony Simey
was presented with a

certi cate to congratulate
him and on his 50 years

in Royal Arch Masonry by
Provincial 2nd Principal

E. Comp Ralph Howarth
accompanied by E. Comp
Mark Roberts Provincial
Grand Standard Bearer.

It was evident in both the
Chapter room and at the
Festive Board that all the
members and visitors alike
were glad to be back.
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Minerva Chapter celebrate 50 years service
for E. Comp J

At the Minerva Chapter
Convocation on Tuesday 28th
September there was not only the
Installation of the three principles
namely E. companions Rob
Adams, Rod Mitchell and David
Adderley and their o cers. But
also the celebration of Fifty years
in Royal Arch Masonry by E. Comp

.. Jim Burkin and a certi cate was

presented by the Most Excellent
Superintendent Robin Stubbs who
attended together with E. Comp
Mark Roberts Provincial Grand
Standard Beatrer.















