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Signing the Armed Forces Covenant
Sta�ordshire Freemasons were the �rst in the 
Country to sign the Armed Forces Covenant, 
which commits the Freemasons to honour 
the Armed Forces Covenant and support 
the Armed Forces Community. Recognising 
the value Serving Personnel, both Regular 
and Reservists, Veterans and military families 
contribute to our business and our country.

The Lord Lieutenant of Sta�ordshire, Ian 
Dudson, together with John Lockley, Head 
of Sta�ordshire Freemasons and Lieutenant 
Colonel Pete Brunton, Commanding O�cer, 
16 Signal Regiment based in Sta�ord led the 
event at the Freemasons Memorial Garden at 
the National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas 
near Lich�eld on Thursday 23rd September.
The Lord Lieutenant praised the partnership 
between the Freemasons and the Armed 
Forces and their loyalty to the Queen. 
He further stated the Covenant would be 
bene�cial to both organisations.
In signing the Covenant on behalf of 
Sta�ordshire Freemasons John Lockley 
stressed the value of the Armed Forces to the 
country and the privilege it will be to support 
them in the future.
Lieutenant Colonel Pete Brunton signing of 

behalf of the Ministry of Defence, stated how 
much he and his regiment enjoyed living in 
Sta�ordshire with its wonderful infrastructure, 
such as education and health which is so 
important to the Armed Forces. Personnel 
must often relocate both at home and abroad 
and easy access to such services is very 
important. He also welcomed the partnership 
with Freemasonry and looked forward to 
working together in the future.
The event was supported by many people 
including members of the Armed Forces and 
Sta�ordshire Freemasons and their families.
On Wednesday 20th October held at 
Freemasons� Hall in Covent Garden the Armed 
Forces Covenant was signed in a ceremony 
led by His Royal Highness, The Duke of Kent 
and Major General Simon Graham, Director 
Reserves Army, on behalf of the Ministry of 
Defence.
Also, on the same day heads of Freemasonry 
in the Isle of Man, Cheshire, East Lancashire, 
West Lancashire and North Wales also made 
their commitment to the Armed Forces 
Covenant. In total 24 Provinces have either 
signed or will sign the Covenant. The Masonic 
Charitable Foundation and the RMBI will also 
sign the covenant in December 2021 at their 
AGM.
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Supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal 2021
This year�s poppy appeal will take 
place between 28th October and 13th 
November. The Royal British Legion 
has a long-term relationship with the 
Freemasons and this year is no exception 
as they once again ask for our valued 
support.

This is, of course, part of our Armed 
Forces Covenant and in supporting it 
are also supporting our Brethren and 
Companions who are part of Her Majesty�s 
Armed Forces, as well as the relatives of 
personnel who have made the ultimate 
sacri�ce.

The Poppy collections will take place 
at the local supermarkets listed below 
and it is hoped that the Brethren and 
Companions of the Province will assist the 
RBL at these collection points.

The supermarkets will store the equipment 
and supplies and will take care of the 
collection boxes at the end of each day.

It is hoped 
that, 
with our 
support, 
the RBL 
can 
sta� the 
collection stall for as many days and hours 
as possible to get the maximum impact 
and support for the RBL Poppy Appeal.

The suggested �shifts� at each collection 
point are for two hours, or more if you are 
available and able to do so.

A short application form is required for 
safeguarding purposes and anyone who 
wishes to assist can contact E Comp 
Ralph Howarth who will supply you with 
the necessary paperwork and brie�ng 
document.

Ralph can be contacted by email via
2gp@pgchsta�s.co.uk,
or by phone on 07734 702231.

Tesco Marston Road, Wolverhampton
Tesco Neptune In Estate, Willenhall
Tesco Littleton St W, Walsall
Sainsburys Heath Mill Rd, Wombourne, Wolverhampton 
Sainsburys 1 Anders Square, Wolverhampton 
Sainsburys Ring Rd St Marks, Raglan St, Wolverhampton 
Sainsburys Rookery St, Wolverhampton
Sainsburys Reedswood Way, Walsall
Morrisons 50 Blaydon Rd, Wolverhampton 
Morrisons 125 Lich�eld St, Walsall 
Morrisons 239 Holyhead Rd, Wednesbury 
Morrisons 169 Beacon St, Lich�eld 
Tesco Victoria St, Hednesford, Cannock 
Tesco Power Station Rd, Rugeley
Tesco Clough St, Hanley
Tesco Brookside Rd, Uttoxeter 
Morrisons Newcastle Rd, Leek
Morrisons Market St, Rugeley
Sainsburys Churnet Way, Leek
Sainsburys Etruria Rd, Hanley,
Sainsburys Minton House, London Rd, Stoke-on-Trent
Sainsburys Freeth Street, Oldbury 
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Shropshire, Sta�ordshire and Cheshire 
Bloodbikes
Brother Ian Bentley of Gordon 
Lodge No: 2149 is the Area Lead 
for the North Sta�ordshire and 
Charity Trustee and on Wednesday 
22nd September he received a CEO 
award for the work carried out by 
the bloodbikes which are funded 
by Freemasonry. He was presented 
with the award by CEO Tracy Bullock 
on behalf of the University Hospital 
North Midlands.

On the left a Yamaha 1300 FJR Mark 
Mariner with bloodbiker Mark Castle.

On the right BMW F800 Mark Mason 
with bloodbiker Brian Gri�ths.

Izaak Walton Lodge 4281
Epic is the only possible word to describe a magni�cent return to Freemasonry for Izaak 
Walton Lodge on Tuesday 14th September.

Despite a year which was blighted by the pandemic, the Lodge dedicated itself to raise and 
distribute funds equal to its Lodge number - 4281. That target was roundly beaten and the 
Lodge eventually distributed over £5,000 to local charities.

Then, exactly 100 years to the day since the Lodge was consecrated, over seventy Provincial 
Grand Lodge members, Lodge members and guests attended its Centenary celebrations. 
Thanks to great planning, tons of behind the scenes e�ort and the combined talents of the 
Lodge, the event will be remembered for many years to come.

The meeting also proved once again that charity is at the heart of what Freemasons are about. 
A cheque for a further £1,500 was presented to the Head of Sta�ordshire Freemasons, John 
Lockley in support of the 2024 Festival (an event supported by all Sta�ordshire Lodges which 
aims to raise £1.5million for charity by 2024) and during a most enjoyable meal, members 
and guests donated a total of over £1,000 which will be used 
to support the work of the Lodge Almoner and of charities 
throughout the Sta�ord area.

(photographs courtesy of Mike Sharples)
John Lockley, presents the Centenary Certi�cate to Martin Woodhead, Master of 

Izaak Walton Lodge


























